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Preface 
 
According to Crag Calhoun, one of the Hallmarks of the modern nationals is the implicit 
violence of social coercion – creating homogeneous and compliant national populations.  (Mark 
Juergensmeyer 2008) 
 
It is time for the conservative thoughts on Muslims versus Christians to be replaced by the 
secular thoughts of both religions groups living together in a democracy, not necessarily labeled 
as Coptic or Muslim, but simply as Egyptians. This has been my curiosity as a student to find 
out what is happening in Egypt.  Because Christians have been discriminated whiles they live 
in a world of democracy.     
This project will highlight the confusion behind two religious groups in Egypt and also attempt 
to  go in detail with the actual events in Copt society in Egypt.   However the project will be  
focusing more on the development of the Copt (Christian) situation in Egypt. I will also be 
explaining who this Copt (Christians) is, and why I have decided to work specifically with the 
Christians' situation in Egypt.  
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Problem Area 
According to earlier article (Lyman 2012), minorities in Egypt conducted a demonstration in 
Cairo for their right to be heard.  The Copts have been discriminated - under Mubarak’s regime 
and now under Mursi’s - without any certain law to assure them of their basic rights and 
freedom of speech.  The Muslims have the dominant privilege in Egypt (and in Middle Eastern 
countries in general), however, Christians should also have rights in a democratic Egypt. In an 
ideal case, they should have equal right as Muslims. (Lyman, 2012) 
 
In many aspects the Copts have been discriminated. If a Copts walks on the street with a cross 
on their wrist (a traditional tattoo that the majority of Copts get as children, the “trademark” of 
being Christian in Egypt), it will normally cause them problems. The jobs they are able to get 
are strictly limited, they will be disrespected highly, and in recent times there has been several 
church bombings, and Copts killed during demonstrations against the Mubarak regime and the 
general discrimination of Copts in Egypt. All this happening with no following legal 
prosecution (Lyman, 2012).   
 
Is it time for the conservative thoughts on Muslims verses Christians to be replaced by the 
secular thoughts of both religious groups living together in a democracy, not necessarily labeled 
as Coptic or Muslim, but simply as Egyptians, acknowledging that there is a common 
understanding of divisions between the legal structure of societies and the different legal 
structures of the relevant religious institutions or organizations. (Christoffersen 2010)  What is 
more important – the national identity or the religious?   
 
 
 
 
Problem Formulation 
What is the situation of the Copts when they are being discriminated in Egypt in a democratic 
era of free elections when the Muslim Brotherhood is leading the country? 
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Working questions: 
 
1.  Why does the law in Egypt tend to favor the Muslim religion and people over the Copts 
in a democratic era? Why are some religious groups more privileged than others? 
2.  How do religious norms influence legal norms and how legal norms influence religious 
norms?  
3. How can the Copts in Cairo be secular and religious?  
4. How can the Copts in Egypt defend their basic human rights? 
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Methodological Approach 
Since the separation of Law and religion is seen as relevant when looking at the life of Coptic in 
Egypt, The project will be qualitative.  Qualitative methods of research and writings will be way 
to approach his project.  This is because of the descriptive and analytical nature of this project 
and also not easy to obtain numerical data as seen as quantitative research. (Flick 2009) Since 
interpretation of data is at the core of qualitative research in project, (Flick 2009) Sources, 
analysis, data and research and other literature will be qualitative.  This is because it’s very 
difficult to interpret and analyze the topic of this project by using quantitative approach. 
Throughout this project I will draw conclusion from the general statement from the ideas on 
the theory and data surveyed.  I will base on the topic of the theory and data to analyze, discuss 
and interpret my topic and to answer the working questions.  I will highlight the ideas from 
the theory and data to solve the research problem and also draw conclusion.  This in a way 
making my research approaches a deductive.  Interview will also be qualitative.   Data collected 
from the interviewee will be highly subjective to understand the topic, working questions and 
also confirm the case surveyed.   Sources will be qualitative secondary and because it is still 
ongoing topic and easy to obtain data and gather information about the topic. 
 
Project design 
The importance of this project will be to investigate the reason behind the confusion between 
religion and Law among the Coptic and Muslims.  Concentration will be on the Copt, looking at 
what is in the constitutions and why Copt is looked upon.    
The project was first done on research on the topic to begin with problem area.  Then problem 
formulation was done to raise the research questions to begin the project with.  Base on working 
questions the project is divided into four chapters.  The first chapter concentrating on the Level of 
interest where we will look at religious norms and legal norms and its influence. The second 
chapter will also focus on the context.  The context will highlight the law in Egypt and why some 
religious groups tend to have favor than others.  The third chapter will take us to the underlying 
level where the project will base on the case surveyed case study to know and get the picture of life 
situation in Cairo. .In the fourth chapter, there will be an interview with a Copt  
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.  This will be use to answer our working question how can the Copt defend their basic right?  All 
these chapters will answer all my working questions.  Also, I will use the three chapters to analysis 
and discuss the working questions and find solution to it.   
 Further, there will be Historical overview.   In order to present this historical overview, I  will 
be using  secondary sources, highly based on academic articles. However, this topic is still very 
current, so all sorts of new articles will also be used throughout the project to state the course 
of events in Egypt and look more on the constitution and law and religion aspect in Egypt.  In 
the conclusion that is the fourth chapter I will make Qualitative interview with a Copt. The 
Interview will in a way confirm the topic and case surveyed and also answers the working 
questions.  Also, conclusion will be drawn more on the specific statement from the four 
chapters to answer the questions. 
 
 
 
 
Theory 
The theory that will be applied to this specific case on Copts in Egypt is formulated by Lisbet 
Christoffersen, professor at Roskilde Universty: Intertwinement: A new concept for 
understanding religion-law relations. The theory discusses “whether relations between these 
two normative systems can still best be understood within the concept of separation, or whether 
empirical arguments taken from the discourse of Church Autonomy and from empirical realities 
of a negotiated secular-religious identity for many European Church members make the concept 
of intertwinement more relevant.” (Christoffersen, 2006). The theory discusses the particular 
cases in Germany and Scandinavia however; it can to a large extent also be applied to the case 
in Egypt.  
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Chapter 1 
The level of interest:  
In the first part of the project I will make a brief presentation of the core concepts of the 
project, developed around the topic of law and religion.  Those are the separation thesis, 
church Autonomy, non separation thesis and secular religious citizens intertwining law and 
religion.   
 
 
 
This discussion will present whether there is a relation between law and religion.  Although 
the case discusses a particular case in Germany and Scandinavia, it can to  a large extend also 
be applied to the case in Egypt.  This will help  answer the first working question, How does a 
religious norm influence legal norms and how legal norms influence religious norms? 
Therefore the concept of intertwinement is of relevance, to see religion not totally separated 
from, and neither fused together with law but intertwined with it 
.  
 Law & Religion 
“Recent legal theory allows the concept of law and religion to cover a wide range of studies, 
focusing on possible relations between the two concepts seen from a legal as well as a religious 
perspective.” (Christoffersen 2006) 
 
Law on Religion: Comparable to to the term Religionsrecht, covering all the legal regulations by 
society of religious affairs. This is typically seen from outside the religious institutions that are  
involved. Freedom of religion for the individual, relations between religious organizations and  
the public as well as general regulations, which have an impact on the way religious norms are  
treated in a given society. It is important to analyze the concept of Law & Religion, also 
acknowledging that there is a common understanding of divisions between the legal structure 
of societies and the different legal structures of the relevant religious institutions or 
organizations. (Christoffersen 2006) 
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In Christoffersen's study, she presents the opinion of Anthony Bradney (Bradney 2001), who 
suggested that the same legal-dogmatic problems should be discussed from a multi-disciplinary 
viewpoint by also drawing on political and religious studies under the concept of Law & 
Religion. Therefore, he acknowledges that religious norms certainly do have an impact on legal 
solutions within the field of legal regulation of religious institutions. (Christoffersen, 2006) 
 
The question, however, is whether and how religious norms influence legal norms and how 
legal norms influence religious norms. Which concept to use is not only a question of 
terminology – the terminology presents a long struggle over the possibility of establishing a wall 
of separation in Western societies. 
 
 
 
 
 According to Christoffersen's study, this wall, should be established and upheld between legal 
and religious values. Others would suggest that religious freedom should not contain any 
inherent legal system and the law of the land should have no restrictions based on religious 
arguments. (Christoffersen, 2006) 
 
Therefore the concept of intertwinement, according to Christoffersen, might be of relevance, to 
see religion not totally separated from, and neither fused together with law but intertwined 
with it. Not only with law but also with society and politics. Christoffersen states that when 
something is intertwined it is not separated, nor is it fused into a common order where 
nothing can be differentiated anymore. It is possible to distinguish but not separate the two, 
since that would mean pressuring the single individual as well as the systems into choosing 
between either secular or religious legitimacy – where the reality might be both at once in any 
sort of combination. (Christoffersen, 2006) 
 
 
The separation thesis 
This part focuses on the separation of law and religion during the Reformation and 
Enlightenment, according to H. Patrick Glenn (2004), however, according to Christoffersen, the  
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fact that religious institutions also have a legal structure, was not taken into consideration. 
(Christoffersen, 2006) 
 
However, religious norms were no longer seen as having a higher status as legal sources than 
the law is not the same as arguing that religious values are without any normative influence on 
the law. It is a new phenomenon that these discussions are reoccurring on the theoretical and 
practical agenda of also the Nordic countries, however now with Islamic norms as the center of 
discussion. (Christoffersen, 2006)  
 
According to the study, to gain equality and reach the same position after WWII, it was stated 
that all citizens shall be equal before the law with no reference to their religious background 
or identity. 
 
 
 
 
 This was also made clear in the Danish constitution, signed in 1849, according to Grundtvig: 
equal freedom for everyone with no reference to their religious background. (Christoffersen, 
2006) A specific part of the separation thesis is the argument that religious systems should be 
seen as precisely religious – and therefore not legal. In the study, Christoffersen presents two 
sides of the separation thesis; one is that the religion and law should be understood as two 
different spheres in society. The other is that these spheres are, and must be, separated 
institutionally and normatively, should be prohibited from being confused (Berg-Sørensen 
2006). (Christoffersen, 2006). 
 
Church Autonomy – Law & Religion intertwined? 
Churches and faith communities want to decide for themselves what could be seen as the essential 
core of their exercise of faith. (Christoffersen, 2006) 
According to Christoffersen, such a development will raise the question of the limits of what is 
inherent in the concept of exercising religion and in the content of religious freedom, since what is  
called religious freedom will be the area over which churches attempt to be the primary rulers. 
(Christoffersen, 2006) 
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Accepting an institutionalized religious freedom  for the leadership of the churches, in other words, 
a Church Autonomy will mean that legal affairs related to the areas covered by this autonomy will 
be protected as religious freedom. (Christoffersen, 2006) 
 
“The understanding of the limits between the law applicable to all and the legal regulation within 
the autonomous church thus differ in various national contexts. The variability depends on different  
sets of correlated factors: on one hand the theological (normative-religious) context, on the other 
the legal ordering of the relations between state and churches (religious denominations) in the 
concrete national constitutional system.” (Christoffersen, 2006) 
 
The European Court of Human Rights has not yet accepted the concept of Church Autonomy, 
however is has opened a door to a development where Church Autonomy is seen as part of 
religious freedom in a European context. The freedom of religion has its intended impact, that 
freedom of religion should have nothing to do with the concepts and concrete understanding of 
family laws and penal laws. (Christoffersen, 2006) 
 
 
 
 
Some observers will agree that the existence of these complementary legal systems creates 
relations between legal and theological norms or between legal and and religious argumentation 
within the area of Church Autonomy. (Christoffersen, 2006) 
 
 
Non-separation – Law & Religion intertwined? 
In Denmark (amongst other countries) the starting point is that the national churches have been 
regulated through public law as part of public administration. Christoffersen argues that they have 
been without legal personality to a very large extent. She also argues that the situation in  
 
Denmark is quite extraordinary, since the constitution suggests a non-established but state related 
church, doing this by giving the church an institutionalized leadership enabled with some 
regulatory power. (Christoffersen, 2006)  
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An example of this intertwinement is how you can rarely talk about the “People's Church” (in 
Danish, Folkekirken) without referring to the Minister for Ecclesiastical Affairs, who is in fact 
appointed by the government. Even though other religions are free to establish their own internal 
structure, they do still have to follow the law of the land. It is therefore not possible to talk about a 
complete separation of law and religion (in Denmark), but, according to Christoffersen, the 
concept of intertwinement is relevant here. (Christoffersen, 2006) 
 
 
Secular-religious citizens intertwining Law & Religion? 
 
Here the focus is on the people inherent in the structures (instead of focusing on the structures 
themselves). Christoffersen focuses especially on the members of the majority churches in Nordic 
countries, but her commentary is also relevant for the church members within the minority 
churches in the Nordic countries as well as non-secular people in Europe. (Christoffersen, 2006) 
She suggests that more than half the population in Nordic countries could be called religious-
secular or secular-religious. 75% of the populations in Nordic countries are Lutherans, which gives 
the Lutheran churches a certain role as national churches. According to Christoffersen, this also 
shows that people tend to want a relation to the national churches, even if this relation is mainly 
formal and highly secularized. Christoffersen also argues that this is not just applicable for the 
Christian majorities, but also, for example, the Muslim majority in Turkey as well as other 
countries. (In our case Egypt) (Christoffersen, 2006). In her study she also mentions that 
 
 “the relevant characteristic for the broad group in between strong believers and atheists is that of 
affiliation, of belonging even without believing in belonging.” (Christoffersen, 2006).  
 
 
However, even though these majorities in between the strong believers don't necessarily like the 
idea of a church ruling, they might not be unhappy with the idea of being inspired by religious 
norms in their everyday life, even within a legal context. She argues that it is far too simplistic for 
either the secular or the fundamentally active religious people to say that the secular-religious  
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people who do not want to obey the rules of the religious institutions they are affiliated with, must 
either live with them or disappear. (Christoffersen, 2006) 
 
Where the problem is, however, is when more and more European countries will have to find legal 
solutions to the religious pluralism, and when the debates stemming from different churches argue 
that members of their religious communities should not be allowed to follow other, non-religious, 
legal norms (Christoffersen, 2006). It has been discussed to bring back the Millet System, a system 
that is built upon the religious institutions having a regulatory competence over family laws, laws 
of personality etc. for their members. All though there has been a positive attitude towards this 
suggestion, some scholars who approach the subject from a female point of view have been 
hesitant about the advantageousness of the Millet System. (Christoffersen, 2006)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Intertwinement of Law & Religion  
Christoffersen argues that is is essential to have a concern to ensure that people are able to live 
with the religious identity that they actually have. This can be to different extents, for example in 
America where the right of the exit might be enough to secure the balance of actual experiences 
between religious and secular norms. (Christoffersen, 2006) 
 
Finally, Christoffersen concludes that at least for the Nordic countries, the concept of 
intertwinement seems to be useful. “I do believe that the religion which is out there, not only in 
law, but also in politics and in society as such is best analyzed by being openly discussed and 
understood. 
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Chapter 2 
The context: 
 Why does the law in Egypt tend to favor the Muslim religion and people over the Copts in a 
democratic era? Why are some religious groups more privileged than others.    
Here I will use a document on Religious constitutionalism in Egypt, i.e. a case study written by 
Mohamed Abdelaal.   Abdelaal tries to analyze and interpret the confusion in the constitution 
and religion in Egypt base on Article 2.  We want to use this Article to give more insight in what 
is going on in Egypt.   We will use this history review to answer our working question ‘Why 
are some religious groups more privileged than others in the democratic era in Egypt?’ and 
also What gives them the legal right to perform these acts with no following legal prosecution? 
Why the Christian population are being looked down upon and reason why Coptic have to fight 
for their freedom of religion. 
To understanding how the Article works and its application we need to know how its 
interpretation has been done and how people see it.  The confusion that brought the division 
between the Coptic and Muslim is indeed the interpretation of the law.  We will also be 
explaining who this minority of Christians is, and why we have decided to work specifically 
with the Christians' situation in Egypt 
 
Historical Overview 
I  will use this history review to answer  working question ‘Why are some religious groups 
more privileged than others in the democratic era in Egypt?’ and also What gives them the legal 
right to perform these acts with no following legal prosecution? Why the Christian population 
are being looked down upon and reason why Coptic have to fight for their freedom of religion. 
(Abdelaal 2012)  
  
History Behind the Confusion of Article 2 
History here is the historical review of what is going on in the constitution of Article 2 and how 
the Article brought the confusion between the two religions.  Abdelaal in his case study  explain 
the complications in the article since it came into existence.  
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 I will use this history review to answer our working question ‘Why are some religious groups 
more privileged than others in the democratic era in Egypt?’ and also What gives them the legal 
right to perform these acts with no following legal prosecution? Why the Christian population 
are being looked down upon and reason why Coptic have to fight for their freedom of religion. 
 
 
Tracing the History of Article 2, it was realized that in 1923, Article 149 of the constitution was 
finally declared as the  
‘Religion of the state is Islam and Arabic is its official language’ 
The agreement of this Article at as that time with both the Christian and Muslim religious 
group  was because of the attempt to solidify Egypt’s Identity which the British wanted to 
efface it.  I understand from the case study that in 1970, after President Mohammed Anwar el – 
Sadat came to power in Egypt he tries to gain more political power and so he tries to 
implement   Article 149 and even added that: 
‘and the principles of Islamic Sharia are a primary sources of legislation to Article 149 of the 
constitution’ 
This shows that Religion was a source of way leaders were using to gain political power.  So 
therefore the status of the leader will determine if Christians will have freedom of religious 
right or not, and also the kind of religion to be  practice and the favor one get through how the 
Article will be implemented.  Since sadat wanted to extend his time of power he added Artice 77 
which says that  
‘the principle of the Islamic Sharia are the primary source of legislation and the President may be 
reelected for other successive terms’ 
He amends Aticle 2 and 77 to get the statement above.  This brought the confusion between the 
two religious group in terms of interpretation and application (Abdelaal 2012) 
 
Interpretation of Article 2 by the Islam and the State 
To understanding how the Article works and its application we need to know how its 
interpretation has been done and how people see it.  The confusion that brought the division 
between the Coptic and Muslim is indeed the interpretation of the law. 
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  From the case here is understanding that Islam was the Religion of the state and Arabic as the 
official language was the words in every Islam so therefore everyone in Egypt.  This does not 
this took every mind that every person should be a Muslim in the land of Egypt and should be 
under the law of article 2.  But in the actual sense the law was other way round with different 
meaning by the Article.  We can see this where Abdelaal tries to make an example with the 
Danish constitution where the constitution states that  
 
‘the king must belong to the Evangelical – Lutheran Church. ‘  
 
This reference does not mean all the population in Denmark should belong to the same church 
as the Prince.  Danish have been doing this for a long time for many centuries but this has 
never complicated with their laws or democratic aspect of law. Looking at this scenario we can 
understand that Lack of understanding and application of constitution and law among the 
population is one factor leading to the break done of the constitution and the law.  And since 
most of the population is Muslim they take the law into their hand because of the Article and 
misuse it. (Abdelaal 2012) 
 
 
Islamic Sharia 
This is rules of Prophet Mohamed Legislated by means of revelation.  Sharia is the legal rule 
and regulation a Muslim should abide with.  A Muslim should make sure that he or she does not 
violate the principles in the of the sharia because any violation will result in punishment.  
Sharia according to the doctrine means denoting fear.  The Muslim uses it always in their 
dealings, human aspect of discipline.  It has been use by many academics as some source of 
relying on it in times of religious persecutions. 
Sharia is the fundamental Principle of Islam.  Every Islam practice it.  It has been the source of 
mainstream in Islam and anyone who go against it go against sharia.  Most of the political 
aspect in this modern era is base on sharia. (Abdelaal 2012)   
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Supreme Constitutional Court 
We want to look at the supreme constitutional court in Egypt and what they also say about 
Article 2.  We want to look into the constitution from the perspective of the Supreme Court and 
what it says about religion and the law of the state.  We will also focus on, if religion also has 
law and to which extent does religion fit into constitution.  The supreme court in Egypt is the 
solely authority body which has the mandate or power to implement or review laws in other 
that people conform it to bring peace in the country.  In reviewing Article 2 by the Supreme 
constitutional court we found out from Abdelaal case study that two things were reviewed in 
relating to the article. 
 
 
‘The legislation must not violate the authentic rules of sharia’ 
‘The legislation must be consistent with the general purposes of the sharia so that it does not 
impede their application.’ 
 
In the first review it highligt that from the court they was trying to explain and interpret the 
application of the Article. According to Abdelaal I found out that for the Principles of sharia to 
prevail without confusion the existence and the meaning of the rule should be present.  Which 
mean that in every dispute or laws settlement the laws of the Prophet Mohamed should be the 
primary source?  Meaning Islam should not be the sole practice but the primary level or source 
of thing one should get access to before anything.  Meaning Christian can have their freedom of 
religious practice provided they have had the primary source of the Prophet Mohamed Law.  
Also, everyone should have some basic knowledge and normal practice of Prophet Mohamed.  
The second review was also interpreted that the law should help promote and protect religion, 
life, honor and properties. So if these are the motive for the article why should Christian have 
difficulties in worshipping God? In understanding this we can see that freedom of religion 
should not bring any confusion since at the end it wouldn’t violate the law of Sharia.   Provided 
the person have the does or have his way of worship to help promote human justice and 
welfare. 
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According to the court we also learnt that the Article 2 in terms of system of government 
should be in line with sharia but in other words it should be abit slight reform.  It also states 
that it should not be compulsory to have article 2 at all course but rather every rule should be 
genuine to promote the teachings of Prophet Mohamed.  And can use it when the need arise. 
(Abdelaal 2012)  
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Chapter 3 
The underlying level: 
 To understand how the Article works and its application we need to know how its 
interpretation has been done and how people see it.  The confusion that brought the division 
between the Coptic and Muslim is indeed the interpretation of the law.  
 According to Abdelaal, the interpretations of the law relating to Article 2 has been one thing 
Coptic fears most because they don’t want to violate the Islamic sharia because they are under 
the principles of sharia.  The problem here is they do not want to be link to the principle.  This 
has brought the confusion since the law states everything should be under the principle of 
sharia. (Abdelaal 2012).   But as a minority group they must conform to sharia so that they 
wouldn’t be discriminate against non Muslim.  This has been one of the biggest difficult 
situations Coptic are experiences in Cairo.   
For them to have equal right with Muslims they should apply the sharia rules in other to give  
them protection of her religion and concept of human right.  This has been one of the biggest 
difficult situations Coptic are experiences in Cairo.  For them to have equal right as to practice 
of religion tend to have equal right with Muslim they should apply the sharia rules in other to 
give  them protection of her religion and concept of human right.  Therefore it is interesting to 
take a closer look into the city of Cairo.  On the other hand they try to assimilate on the other 
hand they are practicing their religion.  Case on life situation in Cairo is presented to 
understand life situation and picture of what is going on in the city of  Cairo. 
 
 
Minorities 
First, I  want to highlight who the minorities are and how their life situation is in Egypt.  From 
Abdelaal case study we understand that minorities are the Egyptian Christians.  Their way of 
religion is worshipping God. And they are called Christians.  Viewing from the historical review 
of how they came into being, we understand that Christianity came into Egypt in the 4th, 5th, 
and 6th centuries before the Islamic conquest in AD 640.  Recently Egypt has the biggest 
Christian population in Middle East.   Coptic is the name given to these Egyptians Christian 
populations.  In the percentage they are they are 10 percent of the Egyptian population, and 10 
to 20 million people in their number. (Abdelaal 2012). 
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Coptic in the post secular city of Cairo  
This is a picture of Coptic communities in Egypt.  The map below is how the Coptic 
communities are located and arranged. 
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According to Fred (2002), we understand the meaning of the Coptic derived from the 
Greek word ‘Aigyptos’.  The language Coptic was using was also in the ‘ancient language 
of the ‘pharaohs’ but during the 2nd century it was written in Greek characters.  We also 
learnt that Coptic in the first century were looking for help for the religious service.  
Through that they found Evangelist Mark as their founder.  Henceforth Egypt was the 
place of origin of the Monasticism where they started with St. Anthony and further with 
Pachomos and Makarios.  Thereafter, the city of Alexandria was the home to the leading 
Catechetical schools of all Christendom.  Founded by Pantaneus in the second century.  
The movement of early Christians started with New Testament in both Greek and 
Coptic.  And also with special technique as wood carving, a precursor of Braille for blind 
scholars to assist them to read and write.  From there was a split between them 
(Coptic) where it’s says that: 
‘Theologians from Alexandria played a leading role in the great ecumenical councils, with 
Bishop Cyril presiding at Ephesus in 430 C.E. However, the Council of Chalcedon in 451 C.E. 
accused the Coptic Church of adopting the position of the heretical Eutyches, splitting it 
from the Greek Orthodox (and later Western) tradition, which adopted the view of the two 
natures of Christ.’ 
   
Since then the Coptic Church has continues to reign and expanding, until in the 12th century.  
They also continue to exit under the ruling leader Muhammad All in the 19th century.  This  case 
also give more insight in Cairo and the situation of the Copt.  This in a way is the life 
experiencing of Coptic and how they can defend their right. 
   There was out-breaking of Coptic in Egypt who went to Maspero in Cairo to protect for the 
freedom of religion because Morsi constitutions disregard religious freedom.  This happens in 
9th During those era Muslims and Christians both shared the Egyptian revolution.  Today the 
Coptic population in Egypt is 10percent and amount 6 million members in the society.  The 
Coptic people involve both the Egyptian population and immigrant population.  The leader is 
called a pope namely Pope Shenouda III, the 117th successor of St. Mark.  He leads and 
organizes Coptic Church. (Trent 2012) 
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Case on Coptic in Cairo: 
 
Ten of thousands of Coptic Christians took to the streets in the Maspero section of Cairo to 
protest the government’s failure to protect them from the attacks on their churches.  
While the protests began peacefully, violence ensured after the Christians were attacked 
by civilians.  The Egyptian military exacerbated the situation when army personnel 
carriers plowed through the crowds, crushing protestors as soldiers fired on unarmed 
civilians. (Tents 2012). 
 
This picture is Coptic Christians took to the streets in Maspero in Cairo to protest for their 
right.  
From the case we can understand that Christians are disregarded in the land of Egypt in the 
aspects of equal right for practicing religion. Why should people, particularly Christians be 
killed because of religious differently?  According to the report almost all the Coptic and non 
Coptic went to Maspero to express their regret on the attack of Coptic churches, and this 
eventually took the life of innocent souls.    We realized that all these happened after the 
election of a new president.  This indeed testifies that there is great division between the 
Muslim and Coptic religion.  This is because after the incident the case was closed because they 
could not identify the one responsible for the attack.  Victims among those who survive claims 
they saw the military armed personnel rushing through the people during the protest.   The 
reasons behinds this attack is that: 
After elections of Egypt’s new Islamism president Mohamed Morsi, the Copts are terrified with 
their fate.  Since the attack, not one member of the Egyptians armed services has been convicted.  
The Egyptian panel responsible for leading the investigations closed the case because of the 
supposed lack of identification of culprits (Trents 2012). 
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Following this case Victims of the culprit vow to revenge for their lost family and this is one 
way of bringing divisions between the two the next generation and among the two religious 
groups.   
From the case we understand that Christians and other non – Muslims who organizes the 
protest show regret for no concern on the attacks on them.  And therefore can lead to the 
victims putting the law in their own hand to avenge for their dead relatives.  This in a way can 
bring a division between next 
 ‘Friends and relatives of the victims have vowed to continue to fight for justice and even taking 
the case to international courts’ (Trents 2012). 
From this statement we can understand that life of people in Cairo in  Egypt in a way  
experience   fear and discriminate in terms of law since noting was done to those who took the 
law in their hand to attack victims.   Also understanding  the case of Trents,  families of deceased 
are taking the incident to international court to make sure justice prevail.  This conclude 
Confusion will continue to be among both religious group.(Trents 2012) 
 
Case of   Jan. 2 riot 
This is a case study which stress on what is happening in Cairo with the Coptic and Muslim 
population. 
‘The wire services agree that the latest incident began as a common business dispute before 
escalating into a vicious confrontation along religious lines. When shopkeeper Rashad Fahim 
Mansour, a Christian, refused to allow street vendor Fayez Awad, a Muslim, to purchase textiles on 
credit, it was taken as a personal insult. Awad returned two days later, on Dec. 31, with several of 
his brothers. Mansour refused to apologize and a fight broke out. Beginning with sticks and then 
guns, the damage extended to neighboring shops and kiosks. 
Eventually Mansour escaped to seek help from police. Here the details are less certain. Some 
reported that the police were less than responsive.  
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Others charged that several Christian passersby were wounded by police gunfire. 
While the police attempted to quell the riot, most of the Christian community sought safety within 
their own homes as incidents of vandalism continued to be directed toward both stores and houses. 
The Cairo Times reported that messages rousing feelings of hatred issued from microphones at 
several mosques, and that a car drove through the town spreading rumors by megaphone that the 
water supply had been poisoned. 
There were no deaths reported, however, until Sunday, Jan. 2, when the riot erupted with, full force 
following Christian worship services. Setting fire to homes and firing at pedestrians from rooftops, 
the instigators created a scene of carnage that left 20 dead and another 33 hospitalized. The 
rioting spread to the neighboring villages of Dar al-Salaam and Awlad Toq. Some of the victims 
reportedly were afraid to seek medical assistance in a nearby hospital. As a result, the death toll 
climbed to 26, all but one a Christian. 
Looking at the case we want to discuss it in the sense of  the visibility of the law and religion and 
know if people involving in case  are under the law , who has the right before he or she can take 
the law in his own hand and act against or according to the law.  In Elizabeth Kristofferson’s theory, 
we understand under the visibilities of Religion in law that there is no relation between religions 
and law in practical legal aspect.  This can be true in the sense that from the case study we saw 
that simply because shopkeeper Rashad Fahim Mansour, a Christian, refused to allow street 
vendor Fayez Awad, a Muslim to buy on credit for the reason not known it lead to a fight because 
Rashad is a Christian whiles Fayez is a Muslim.   This lead to the police involvement and that was th 
good start from Mansour taking the law in his hand.  But because there was no influential action 
against the report, Justice was practice among the two religious groups on hands.  In Elisabeth 
theory we also understand that religious group are to obey all rules and regulation in the society 
but there is a division with the treatment of regulation for both religious group and the general 
legal law in the same society.  That is there is division of how legal rules or right and regulation are 
structured in the society and with the religious group.  The application of the law is more favored 
in the sight of Muslim population that with the Christian population.  Rules and regulation is not 
applicable.  The authority does or favored people in their religion more than those in the Christian 
religion.   Also, we understand from the case that Manor went to the police so that peace will 
prevail.  
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 We can also understand that Manor knows taking the law into his hand will violate the law that is 
why he involved the police.  But because   the structure of rules and regulation in both societies 
are applied differently among the same religious group in both societies it result in the division of 
both religious group.  There is rules and regulation alright but there is one side of law application 
where Christian’s aspect of life and cases are seen as unconscious and unrevealing by Elisabeth 
theory.   
Christian cases are exercises without any influential action, but Muslims are always backing with 
action but all the same Christians are force to obey the rules and regulation in the society.    So 
does intertwinement make the religion different from the general law or they joined society 
together.  From the case we understand that there is a distinguish and confusion between the two 
religious groups as to who is under the law and how to apply the law accordingly to exercise 
justice.   
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Chapter 4 
Data Gathering 
In this final discussion part we will also be using the qualitative interview to investigate the 
question of how the Christians in Egypt can defend their human rights when neither the 
government, the court nor the military is willing to defend them.  I will base on the research 
questions to answer this working question.  Methods will once again be qualitative, as stated 
using qualitative in order to find answers to the working question and also very easy to obtain 
data.  Further this chapter will present the working question, how interview will be conducted 
and also present ideas of the interviewee on the topic.  Also Goffman concept on stigma will be 
highlight to stress on to know how identity is being felt among the Coptic in Egypt. 
 
 
 
 
 
Research questions 
Research questions will be conduct through Qualitative interview.  Therefore questions will be 
open - ended with a Copt who has experience with the topic.  The important of these questions 
through Qualitative interview is to use the interviewee’s knowledge to present experiences in 
the context.  This is relevant because everyday life will be analyzed to answer our working 
questions and to confirm the data surveyed.  Questions will be asked through the interviewer 
actively participation and directions.  (Flick 2009) 
The working questions will lead to the discussion part where there will also be the use of 
qualitative interviews to investigate the question.   
 Qualitative interviews will be primary source and base on article in order to find answers to 
the working questions.  Here the focus will be on how the Christians can obtain any rights and 
what has happened to them.  
 
Interview 
Interview will be qualitative interview.  Qualitative because questions will be semi - structured.  
This will be open framework which will allow for two way communication where it will be in 
the form of give and receive information. Where the interviewer will ask interviewee 
questions and response giving.  Questions will be flexible and friendly but detailed answers will 
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be collected.    The important of this interview is to understand the situations of the Coptic in 
Egypt and confirm the topic. (Flick 2009). 
I will also use other cases survey through internet research to analyze and use it to answer the 
working questions. 
 
Date for the Interview:       28 May 2013 
Place of the interview:        Copenhagen Library 
Time for the interview:       1 hour 
Purpose for the interview: To confirm data collected and to answer the working questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.  Interviewer:   Who is a Coptic in Egypt? 
Interviewee:        I believe you're asking me about my definition of a Copt? If so, I will        
simply say that a Coptic in Egypt is a Coptic Orthodox Christian who either lives or was 
born in Egypt, and they make up about 10% of the population (I think that's the official 
number.) 
2.  Interviewer:   What was your first encounter as a Coptic in Egypt?  
Interviewee:     It's quite hard for me to answer this. The only thing I can tell you is that 
when I walked in Egypt wearing my cross necklace, I'd see people looking at me in quite the 
judging way, some even whispering condescending things about both my necklace and 
myself.  
Here in Denmark, people very often get surprised when I say I'm a Christian from Egypt, and 
ask me if there really are any Christians in Egypt. It's sad to think that the Copts are being held 
down so severely that people in other countries have a hard time actually acknowledging their 
existence. 
3. Interviewer:  Did you have any group you belonged apart from Coptic group? 
Interviewee:   Well, being a Copt, for me (and according to the official definition, I 
think) is part of being Egyptian.  
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4. Copts often get deprived of the Egyptian identity, simply because of the general belief 
that there are no Christians in Egypt, so yes I do belong to another group that is very 
closely related to being a Copt and that's being Egyptian. 
5. Interviewer:  How did you see your family in the Coptic society? 
Interviewee:   I have only traveled there on vacations. However, I've been doing that 
since I was little, so I've seen how the treatment of Copts in Egypt has changed in 
general. Say, 10 years ago it was a lot easier to be Coptic in Egypt, but during the Arab 
Spring there has been movements against Christians, for example the bombing of 
churches and such, while the younger generation of the population has been making 
movements aiming towards an equal Egypt, where Christians and Muslims are all just 
Egyptians. So in general, it's hard to take an individual family and look at the effect for 
this specific family, it's something that's affecting Copts in general. 
5  Interviewer:  How did you see Muslims in Egypt? 
Interviewee:   Years ago, on my first couple of visits to Egypt, I didn't think too much 
about Muslims or Christians outside of my family. These last couple of years has forced 
me to distinguish strictly between Copts and Muslims in Egypt, because I see what 
happens to Copts almost every day in Egypt, and to be honest it has given me a much 
more negative view on Muslims in Egypt. I see what they're capable of doing through 
the government, not only now but also in the time of Mubarak, and that it simply 
doesn't stop, and I see my fellow Christians getting murdered, tortured, deprived of every 
human right. However, I also see the young, secularized generation of Muslims, trying to 
unite both Christians and Muslims through their one goal of a democratic Egypt, so I 
guess my view on the older generation of traditional Muslims in Egypt has changed for 
the worse, but I've also gained some respect for the young, secularized generation of 
Muslims.  
 
6. Interviewer:  How do you see the difference between the Muslims and Coptic in 
terms of constitution from the Supreme Court, do you think both religious groups 
are fairly judge? 
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Interviewee:    In short, from my point of view, I can say no, both religious groups are not 
fairly judged. I've seen several incidents of church bombings in the last couple of years, one 
on New Years Eve 2011, where at least 70 people were killed (according to official media 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-12101748 ) and no one was judged for it. 
This has happened many times, even up until today.  
 
 
7. However, I've seen a lot of Copts getting judged for crimes they had not committed. No, I 
don't think the two religious groups get judged fairly.   
8. Interviewer:   How do you see Coptic situation in the post secular cities in  Egypt? 
Interviewee:     Worsened. After the Arab Spring and the Egyptian Revolution, I for one, 
expected more equality, however, that is not at all what I have seen.  
9. Interviewer:   How do Muslims interact or relate with Coptic? 
Interviewee:     I think it highly depends on what group of Muslims, they belong to. 
Some Muslims are straight out disgusted by Copts and practically won't come near 
them, but simply see them as objects of attack, and other Muslims consider Copts their 
brothers and sisters, that they defend, respect and love. It does matter what group of 
Muslims they belong to.  
10.   Interviewer:     What part of religion play in your life? 
Interviewee:         Religion plays a big part in my life, since I am a strongly devoted Copt.  
11. Interviewer:         How do you see social norms in Egypt? 
Interviewee:           I'm not sure I understand the question correctly, but if we're talking 
about the general culture and how people interact with each other, I've always known 
Egyptians as a loving and caring population. You're never alone with your problems, and 
people treat each other as family. They have a general warmth to them, and are 
incredibly social. I see this in my Egyptian family, friends and people in general.  
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There will of course always be the negative parts of the population (as the ones actually 
bombing churches and attacking people and such). 
12. Interviewer:      How do you see the law of the Land of Egypt from government 
perspective? 
Interviewee:    I really don't know much about the constitution in Egypt, so I don't 
consider myself qualified to answer this question. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13.  Interviewer:   How do you see law and religion, do you see a separation between 
the law and religion? 
Interviewee:   From my point of view yes. The judicial system differentiates quite a lot 
depending on whether they're dealing with Christians or Muslims in Egypt. As I've 
already mentioned this is seen in how no one gets judged for attacks against the Copts, 
but Copts get judged for crimes they don't commit.  
13.   Interviewer:    How do you see the Law of Sharia in Egypt? 
Interviewee:     Once again, I don't know much about it, so I'm not really able to answer 
this question relevantly.  
14. Interviewer:    Are there areas in your life in which you feel fear when you realize 
you belong to Coptic? 
Interviewee:     Not at all. I've always been proud of being Coptic, and despite the 
attacks going on in Egypt, I'd never actually consider myself scared to belong to the 
Coptic in Egypt. I strongly believe that God is protecting the Copts.  
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15.  Interviewer:    What can you do to prevent this fear and to defend yourself from 
this situation as a Coptic? 
Interviewee:      Well, it's hard to defend yourself when the military, the government, 
the judicial system and large parts of the population are against you. And I think, by 
now, the Copts are actually doing everything in their power to stop it, by demonstrating 
and protesting, but you need an actual power on your side to make the ground-breaking 
difference. A neutral government would make wonders. 
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Conclusion 
To sum up the project there will be a conclusion that serves to answer all of our working 
questions concretely and thereby answer the problem formulation. This will be based on the 
answers we obtained from the descriptive part, the analytical part and the discussion. 
 We will also be making a reflection upon further working questions and also on theory and 
concept  that could be taken into consideration if one was to work further with this topic. 
 
Although Egypt is experiencing free election in their democratic era there is still a separation 
of Law and religion among both religious group.  Christorfessen present in her theory that 
there is a way of separation among religious and legal values which should be looked upon.  
Relating to Egypt case I can stress that there is indeed a separation between the two.   The 
religious values are dominating in the land.   
 
 
 
 
Religious values is in Egypt is restricting other religious group from their freedom of religion, 
but in general it should not be the case.  Christorfessen testify t his with the concept of 
intertwinement where the concept says that in a relevant situation religion should not be seen 
as totally separated from the legal law of the land.  Meaning religion system should be seen as 
religion and not see as legal system.   
Looking at the confusion among religious group, behind Article 2 and the interpretation of the 
constitution I can conclude that   Religious people who fall under the Islam law or rule are more 
favored than other religious group.  This is because Islam is the official rule of the land and so 
Muslims are favored because they practice and Coptic is looked upon.  This is through the case 
of Abdelaal where I realize that after the attack of Coptic in Mespore nothing was done to those 
who attacked them.   Also conclusion can be drawn from political leaders who were using 
religion to gain political power.  This in a way can bring unstable economy. Because the kind of 
government coming to power will determine which religious group that would be favor and 
those look upon. 
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Coptic in Egypt fined it difficult to defend their basic right.  This can be seen in the case of 
Trent which highlights the attack of Coptic during their protest on their basic right. But nothing 
was done but rather attacked and relatives killed. This indeed testifies that the law of the land is 
according to religious rule and favored those who fall under the law and practice it. 
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Reflection 
Reflection will be on the methods and lessons learned.   
This Project has been a challenge to me from the beginning to the end.  This is because of the 
during the project almost alone. During research and writings alone has in a way  upgrade my 
knowledge.  I have learned how to  research and to analyze a case and also combine other 
course done during the semester to make relevance research throughout the project.  In the 
methodological aspect I have been able to apply what I learned in methods to make relevant 
meaning throughout the project.   
 
First,  problem formulation  was change at the later part  and it was very difficult to find the 
main problem behind this project.  This made the method difficult research and find the right 
way of going about this project. 
Theory for the project should have been seen in different topic or concept to analyze and 
discuss this topic but because of time I was not able to look at other topics.  Concept like 
discrimination, democracy, identity and division could be of relevant in this project.  Other 
theories should have been researched to enrich this project but time was on my side.  Data in 
this project should have been in the form of first hand where I should have interview victims of 
Coptic rather than a Coptic who go to Egypt on holidays.  Also, an interview should have been 
both from both Coptic and Muslims populations rather than on Coptic.  But in the end the 
entire project seek to answer the working questions which make my project a successful 
project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Roskilde Universitet / Roskilde University                                                                     
Den samfundsvidenskabelige bacheloruddannelse / The social science bachelor programme 
 
 
 
 Pa
ge
38
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
References 
Books      
1.  Christoffersen, Lisbet; Intertwinement. A new Concept for understanding Religion-Law 
Relations;  I:Nordic Journal of Religion and Society, Vol. 19, Nr. 2, 2006.  
2. Goffman, Erving (1963). Stigma Notes on the Management of spoiled identity Colorado: 
Paradigm Publishers. 
3. Mark Juergensmeyer,2008. Global Rebellion,university of California Press (pages 242) 
 
4. Ure Flicks. 2009. Introduction to Quantitative Research Fourth Edition. Sage Publication 
Ltd Chapter 9, page 90-105. Chapter 12, page 120 – 130. 
 
Links 
1.   Strickert Freds. 2000. Washington Report, Middle East Affairs. 
 
2. Thomas Lyman,  December 2012, Copt represent the struggle and power of the Minorities in 
Egypt. International  Policy digest  
http://www.internationalpolicydigest.org/2012/12/13/copts-represent-the-struggle-and-
power-of-minorities-in-egypt/#more-59058  
3. Picture of Cairo 
https://www.google.dk/webhp?source=search_app#hl=en&sclient=psy-
ab&q=map+of+coptic+cairo&oq=Map+of+coptic&gs_l=hp.1.0.0i22i30l2.4976.12117.0.
15481.15.11.1.3.3.0.437.1962.6j1j1j2j1.11.0...0.0...1c.1.11.psy-
ab.bLR9_adStwg&pbx=1&bav=on.2,or.r_cp.r_qf.&bvm=bv.45645796,d.Yms&fp=5f0f830
679c32a4a&biw=1366&bih=643  
 
 
 
 
Roskilde Universitet / Roskilde University                                                                     
Den samfundsvidenskabelige bacheloruddannelse / The social science bachelor programme 
 
 
 
 Pa
ge
39
 
 
 
Roskilde Universitet / Roskilde University                                                                     
Den samfundsvidenskabelige bacheloruddannelse / The social science bachelor programme 
 
 
 
 Pa
ge
40
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
